ge 


ba 


pty 


ENEMA 


- oes ae 


THE 


ALSO ON SALE NOW 


BATTLE 


PICTURE LIBRARY 


No. 617 MADDOCK MUST 
DIE 


I 
No. 618 THE RAILWAY 
OF DEATH 
No. 619 THE REBELS 
No. 620 SPEARHEAD 
No. 621 ACHTUNG- 


MOSQUITO! 

No. 622 COLOURS 
FLYING 

No. 623 CRETE IN FLAMES 

No. 624 HORIZON IN 
HELL 


* 

8 

ALL ACTION ISSUES 
ARE ON SALE 
EVERY MONTH 


“Myy a) 


ANDON | 


JUTTING OUT OF THE DARK GREEN CARPET OF 
JUNGLE THAT STRETCHED-AWAY TO THE 
HORIZGN WAS A MOUND OF ROCK, TWO HILES 


SQUARE, IT WAS CALLED HUK HILL 
4 IT, A BRITISH BATTALION WAS SLOWLY 


j BLEEDING 70 DEATH... 


wd 


oe tollplgeliaaier FREE DAI = Sb" MA 


= mre pom Sr =: 2: 4 
Chapter i. THE COMMANDER 
AKOTAS APPROACHING HUK HILL CARRIED A VITAL CARGO OF GURKHA [aaeaaumamens 
MANDED BY LIEUTENANT ROB STUART 


OUR DROP ~ 
ZONE’S IN NO 


{ TO OUR TRENCHES 
i\ BEFORE THE JAPS 
GET THEIR SIGHTS 
ON US — RIGHT ? 


THE PARAS WERE REINFORCEMENTS FOR THE SORELY DEPLETED 
GARRISON ON HUK HILL, WHICH WAS ENTIRELY RINGED BY JAPANESE. 


THE JOHNNY > 
GURKHAS WILL BE 
COKING OUT ANY 
SECOND NOW. STAND 

TO ~ BE READY TO 
GIVE THEH COVERING 
\ FIRE! 


5 


PAT THAT MOMENT, THE’ GREEN LIGHTS BLINKED IN THE PL is 
AND ROB STUART LED HIS MEN OUT INTQ THE EMPTY SK 


re uM mM uty auth Riwiny, Replat : 7A : 
| eee yl = es SENS dail \ sean 


[LESS THAN A MILE AWAY, SLANT EYES WATCHED THE WHITE DOTS 
| APPEAR IN, THE WAKE OF THE AIRCRARA: THE AXE WAS ABOUT TO FALL. 


AT FIXED a 
RANGE — COMMENCE 
E 


vid of ¢ Wf yt tee 
\ 4 17S s SE tip 
. ; ail 


7 
ROUND WHEN THE TERRIBLE SHRIEKING SOUND FILLED THE AIR. 4 


ss 
(IN THE BRITISH POSITIONS ON. THE HILL, 
THEY KNEW ONLY 700 WELL... 


THE JAP 
{ ROCKETS! THEY'LL 
\ CUT THOSE PARAS 4 
\ TO PIECES} 


OP WE-WE'RE 
- DROPPING SLAP 


INTO IT — AND THERE'S )' 


NOT A THING WE 
CAN DO... 


STU 


HIT THE GROUND. HE SLIPPED OUT OF 
HIS HARNESS EVEN AS HE LANDED AND 
} DIVED STRAIGHT FOR A SHELL-HOLE. 
FATE WAS HARSHER TO OTHERS... ~ |. 


®Y 


FA SHORT DISTANCE AWAY, THE MEN IN THE TRENCHES WERE SHOUTING FRANTICALL' 
AAARG IRY We 


OVER | 
THIS WAY! 


COME; LADS! )* 
quick! / 


5 — ny). 

THE SURVIVORS SPRINTED DESPERATELY; 
FOR SAFETY. SINGLY AND IN SHALL 
GROUPS, THEY SCRAMBLED OVER THE Yj, 
BARBED WIRE FENCES AND INTO THE 
TRENCHES... 

o 

¢ 


[ROB STUART HAD SCRAMBLED IN SUPPORTING A WOUNDED MAN. NOW H 


FACES OF THE GURKHAS WITH HIM.» 


{AT THAT - 

{ STOPPED AND A STRANGE, UNEASY 
SILENCE TOOK ITS PLACE. ROB 

| STUART TURNED BITTER EYES OUT 
| TOWARDS NO MAN’S LAND...» 


URNED AND LOOKED AT TH 


SERGEANT 
BANDA — THANK 
HEAVENS YOU MADE 
IT! Hon ee MANY / THERE — THERE 


ARE TWENTY-SEVEN \I 


OF US LEFT, SIR, 


YOU ARE THE ONLY /f 


OFFICER... 


TWENTY-SEVEN 
OF US ~OUT OF A 
HUNDRED | THAT — THAT 


“WAS MURDER 00 


we 


ee atte 


[A MAN AT ROB’S SHOULDER COUGHED. HE WAS Al [AT THAT MOMENT, A RUNNER APPEARED ... 
YOUNG INFANTRY OFFICER, IN CHARGE OF THE ae 
TRENCH SECTO! ’ 

| / co. WouLDuiKe \ / VERY WELL. \ 


IT’S AS THOUGH THE JAPS KNEW YOU SEE THE MEN 

| WERE COMING. THEY OPENED UP AT Se Hee TO} f aRe SETTLED IN, 
EXACTLY THE RIGHT TIME. BUT — BUT BUNKER. BANDA. SEE 
HOW COULD THEY HAVE FOUND OUT ? 2 YOU LATER... 


THE DEFENCES 
f OOK QUITE GOOD, \ 
CONSIDERING THERE’S 
j/ LITTLE MORE THANA  \ 
BATTALION HOLDING THE 
» HILL. BY THE LOOKS 
OF THINGS, THE JAPS / 
, HAVE BEEN HITTING 
. THEM NON-STOP . » 


[A LOW WOODEN BUNKER WAS MOULDED INTO THE CONTOURS OF THE SUNKIT.) > — 


COLONEL SHARP, 

SIR? HE’S A REGULAR 
TOUGH NUT. HARDLY EVER 
SLEEPS, ALWAYS CHECKIN’ 

| THE DEFENCES. IFITWASN’T fi 
FOR HIM, | RECKON 
THE JAPS WOULD BE 
SITTIN’ UP HERE 
BY NOW... 


| ROB ENTERED THE COMMAND POS 
\ : = = > S 


LIEUTENANT \y - PLEASED TO 

STUART, SEVENTH eka Ppa tee So HAVE YOU WITH US, 
GURKHA PARACHUTE fp Z 2S : Bai STUART. 1 SAW THE 
BRIGADE, SIR... : WHOLE THING AS YOU 

x : LANDED. I’M SORRY - 
THERE WAS NOTHING 
WE COULD DO. 
WHAT WERE YOUR 
. LOSSES ? 


nS SEVENTY-THREE 

: Wy ee MEN, SIR, INCLUDING 

x } @\ ALL OFFICERS EXCEPT 
Yj, MYSELF. 


WHILE THEY WERE SPEAKING 
dee MAN ENTERED THE BUNKER 

« . » SO THERE'S ee SahEy Ak 

NOT ENOUGH OF VEE non — 

US TOHELP YOU [ag SERVER: 3 LATE, COLONEL. 


OUT, MUCH, IS STUART | EVEN TWENTY. Ar THAT'S OKAY. 


Ay THERE, SIR? SEVEN PARATROOPERS STUART, THIS IS 
f DEFENCES... ‘ 

7 g WILL BE EXTREKELY | oo = MY SECOND IN 

VALUABLE IN OUR amas py COMMAND . .« 


Joes PRESENT 
Sa. SITUATION... 


"YOU SEE, 


ee ss : LIEUTENANT, FOX 
FOX 1S THE NAME. ae HERE [S$ NOT AN 


THAT WAS SHEER MURDER OFFICIAL MEMBER OF 
§ YOU WENT THROUGH, STUART ! J3lga) tHE GARRISON. A MONTH 
BET YOU'DLIKE TO GET fe "AGO HE WAS A JAP 
YOUR HANDS ON A see PRISONER... 
JAP AS MUCH AS ae 
PWOULD... : 


THAT'S RIGHT. | WAS IN A CHINDIT UNIT THAT Wao | COLONEL SHARP GAVE A COUGH... «| 
A RAN INTO A JAP AMBUSH. ONLY SURVIVOR, IN Fig)  bazzas prea eer 
K} FACT. 1 WAS SHOVED INTO A PRISON CAMP, : : : . 
b| BUT IT WASN’ T STRONG ENOUGH TO KEEP ME. é wey THE DAY AFTER HE 
H | BROKE OUT AND MANAGED TO SLIP THROUGH femee CAME IN, MY OWN SECOND 
Al THE JAP LINES HERE TO HUK HILL... : IN COMMAND WAS KILLED 
s my oer ; SJ IN AMORTAR ATTACK, SOI 
: NATURALLY MADE FOX MY 
NUMBER TWO. ANYWAY, TO 
BUSINESS. COME OVER 
HERE, BOTH OF YOU... 


paw? ak RE: 
| A ROUGH SCALE MODEL LAY ON A NEARBY TABLE Oe: 
a ss ; HUK HILL —A 
emmmmeee NATURAL FORTRESS. \ 
: WE'VE BEEN HOLDING 
IT FOR MORE THAN THREE 
MONTHS NOW. THANKS TO 
REGULAR SUPPLY DROPS, 
WE’VE NO WORRIES 
ABOUT FOOD OR 
AMMO - BUT.;.° 


‘BUT OUR YELLOW FRIENDS OUT THERE 
ARE DETERMINED TO GET THIS HILL. 
AND IF THEY KEEP HITTING US HARD, 
DAY AFTER DAY, WE’RE BOUND TO 
CRACK SOMEWHERE... 


THERE'S NO CHANCE 
OF OUR GROUND FORCES 
MAKING CONTACT FOR f 
MONTHS, WE'VE JUST 
GOT TO STICK IT 
OUT HERE ! 


TURNED TO MAJOR FOX AND [ee 


f’STUART, | SAID YOU AND YOUR Wm 
GURKHAS CAN HELP. FORM 
| THER INTO AN INDEPENDENT 


f STRIKE FORCE, CAPABLE OF ; 

H LAUNCHING COUNTER-ATTACKS 

q AT A MOMENT’S NOTICE, 
ANYWHERE ON HUK HILL. 


WITH RESPECT, 
SIR — STUART HERE 


HAS ONLY A HANDFUL 
OF MEN. THEY CAN'T 


HELP MUCH... 


SIR, EVERY MAN 
VVE GOTISWORTH ¥ 
FOUR JAPS. YOU'LL 


B SOON SEE HOW MUCH 


THEY CAN HELP. 


{ ROB SALUTED AND RETURNED TO HIS NEN. . - 


f GET THE MEN g 
TOGETHER, BANDA. / { HOPE ONE 
: TURNS UP SOON, 
TEAR COL. SIR. THE MEN. ARE 
REAR POSITIONS AS A e 


} GETTING RESTLESS ~ 
SHOCK FORCE. WE'LL BE 
KEPT IN RESERVE FOR THEY WANT THEIR CHANCE 


EMERGENCIES... 


TO HIT BACK AT THE 
JAPANESE FOR THIS 
MORNING, 


YOU LOOK 
WORRIED, 
SIR... 


1 AM, BANDA. 

{ STILL CAN'T 
FIGURE OUT HOW 
THE JAPS KNEW 
ABOUT US THIS 

MORNING ... . 


W@ NIGHT CAME. ROB AND HIS MEN WERE 
SOMEONE ON 5 5 — 

HUK HILL TOLD THEM 
~ BUT THAT’S 


RIDICULOUS... ! 


THANKS 
BANDA. LOOKS 
LIKE BEING A 
QUIET NIGHT, 


A MOMENT LATER, THEY WERE JOINED BY COLONEL SHARP AND MAJOR FOX .. 


5 "EVENING 
; STUART. FOX 
ANDI ARE GOING § 
DOWN TO THE FORWARD 
POSITIONS ON AN ff 
INSPECTION TOUR. 
| WANT A WORD 
WITH YOU WHEN 


THE COLONEL 

LOOKS A GOOD 

MAN TO SERVE 
UNDER, SIR. 


[ROB HAD RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE SECOND.IN- Ei 


| COMMAND, MAJOR FOX, BUT HE KEPT THEM TO 
HIMSELF. TEN MINUTES LATER, THE 
TELEPHONE RANG... 
OL. Pes 


, 


IT'S THE 
MAJOR, SIR ~ 
COLONEL SHARP’S 


Y, 

4 WME: 
iy 

Ce 


ROB WENT STRAIGHT ALONG TO THE FORWARD POSITIONS .. . ig 


; ‘ Pea WE WERE 
k=? .MAJOR- WHAT ¥ Roe Fe RETURNING 


me HAPPENED? = eee eae) FROH AN ADVANCED J 


we, POST. A JAP SNIPER 
IN THE TREES MUST 
HAVE SPOTTED 


ROB LOOKED INTO THE HAJOR'S oe 
HATCHET FACE, WHICH SEEMED QUITE 
DEVOIDOF EMOTION... 


1-1 SUPPOSE 


YOU'LL BE TAKING OVER 
COMMAND NOW ? 


YOU SUPPOSE 
RIGHT, STUART. I'LL 
BE MOVING INTO THE § 
COLONEL’S BUNKER. 2 
GOODNIGHT. : 


DAWN BROKE OVER HUK HILL. IN THE TRENCHES, EVERY MAN WAS STANDING TO... 


ALY. 


A 


HERE THEY 
COME | HARK AT ’'EH, 
TALK ABOUT A a 
DAWN CHORUS ! 


THE SHRILL CRIES OF THE JAPANESE EVEN'’REACHED THE UPPER SLOPES OF THE HILL. 


AT LEAST 
TWO BATTALIONS 
OF THEM THEY'RE || (ye yay see ACTION 
HEADING STRAIGHT FOR TISKGRIING 
“THE POSITIONS aoe, 
BELOW US. 


PY sae 


| THE ENEMY WERE SIXTY YARDS FROM THE MOST 
FORWARD DEFENCE LINE WHEN A YOUNG 
OFFICER SCREAMED AN ORDER... 


THE FRONT RANKS OF THE CHARGING JAPANESE WERE CUT DOWN... 


FORWARD ! 
FORWARD ! 


ANOTHER 


€ BELT - QUICK! S, 
? THEY'RE NEARLY 
ON US! 


THE JAPS'LL : 
SWAMP THOSE BOYS! \f 
MAJOR FOX SHOULD 

HAVE GIVEN THEM 
MORTAR SUPPORT BY 
NOW! BANDA, GET ME AS 
. THE BA 


MORTAR 
GROUP LEADER. 
NO, WE HAVEN’T 

RECEIVED ANY 


: ~ WELL, GET 
FIRE ORDERS GET 
ayaa 1 FIRING NOW! WE'VE 


GOT TO STOP ANY 

MORE WAVES COMING x , 

INT HURRY — LL Wy 
GIVE YOU THE ot, 


24 
EXACTLY SIXTY SECONDS LATER, THE FIRST SHELLS WERE SCREAMING OVER THE 
SMASH INTO THE PACKED JAPA - - - 


WE’ RE GOING T0 LEND 
A HAND DOWN THERE ! 
FIX BAYONETS! 


[ROB STUART WASONHISFEET... | a 
noeeirenr Be eal COME ON, LADS— 


IN A WILD RUSH, THE YELLING 
PARATROOPERS RACED DOWN 
} THE SLOPE TOWARDS THE 
} FOREMOST TRENCHES... 


AYO GURKHALI! 


[THEY HIT THE JAPANESE LIKE FURIES... | 


"ROB EMPTIED HIS STEN MAGAZINE INTO 
A GROUP OF JAPS AS THE HARD-PRESSED 
| DEFENDERS RALLIED... 


THAT'S IT, 
LADS ! KICK 
\ THEM OUT ! 


TAND THREE HINUTES LATER... 


YOU — YOU SAVED 
OUR BACON, SIR! 

1 SUST DON’T 
UNDERSTAND WHY 
THE MORTARS DIDN’T 
OPEN UP AS SOON 
AS THE ATTACK 

D STARTED... 


MISTER 
STUART, SIR. 
Y MAJOR FOX WANTS 
{ TO SEE YOU IN 
HIS BUNKER 
» AT ONCE... 


WE'VE DONE 
IT! LOOK AT 
THE BLIGHTERS Ay 4 


Ta (Hy A 


: TDON'T UNDERSTAND 
EITHER, SERGEANT-MASOR. Jaga 
BUT I’M GOING TO é 
FIND OUT 


FINE! 1 
WANT TO SEE 
HIM, TOO... 


[ROB ENTERED THE BUNKER TO FIND.A } 
| FURIOUS MAJOR FOX AWAITING HIM : 


H MISTER STUART, JUST WHO THE DEVIL ‘eee 

H DO YOU THINK YOU ARE, GIVING THE Be 

H MORTAR GROUP FIRE ORDERS ? : 

E Boy SIR, INCASE 
YOU DIDN’T NOTICE, 


THE NORTH POSITIONS WERE 
BEING OVERRUN ! 


(BECAUSE, MISTER STUART, | BELIEVED 
THE JAPS WERE UP TO A TRICK THEY'D 
USED SEVERAL TIMES BEFORE. THAT 
THE.ATTACK WAS MERELY A DIVERSION 
WHILE A HEAVIER ASSAULT WOULD BE 
MOUNTED ELSEWHERE, CATCHING US // 
OFF-GUARD... ‘ 


ie" 


D’'YOU THINK | 
DIDN’T KNOW THAT, 
STUART ? | WAS WELL AWARE 
OF THE SITUATION, BUT | 
DELIBERATELY REFRAINED 
FROM ORDERING THE 
MORTARS 10 FIRE — AND 
DO YOU KNOW WHY ? 


"| SEE, SIR. YOU 
WERE KEEPING THE MORTARS 


7 IN RESERVE — JUST IN CASE ! 


YOU DIDN’T GIVE A HANG 


A ABOUT WHAT WAS ACTUALLY 


HAPPENING 70 US ! 


f Z WATCH YOURSELF, 
4 LIEUTENANT, AND THINK 
TWICE BEFORE YOU QUESTION 
A BATTALION COMMANDER'S 
STRATEGY AGAIN ! 


| WHITE WITH REPRESSED ANGER, ROB TURNED TO LEAVE —- AND Sy tee 
FOUND TH A SHORT MAN IN BATTLEDRES ‘ WRONG AGAIN, : 
: fr MISTER STUART ! THE 

Ee MAN IS BURMESE — HE’S 

GOOD GRIEF ! é MY BATHAN. HE ESCAPED 
A-AJAP! WITH ME FROM THE PRISON 

. CAMP. NOW GET OUT 
OF HERE... ~ 


THE ARROGANT DEVIL | ‘Ng 
OKAY, SO HE’S RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE DEFENCE OF HUK HILL, 

BUT IT SURELY DOESN'T GIVE @& 
» HIM THE RIGHT TO JUST CHUCK Ff 
: MEN’S-LIVES AWAY ! 


3 
/, 


0 
ROB TOOK OUT a: 
A VEREY PISTOL... fa yf 


{SERGEANT BANDA WAS STARING INTENT LY [aaa 
J OUT AT THE DARKNESS... > : 
t WHAT ¥ Y | ~1 THOUGHT 
SIT, 1 HEARD SOMETHING 


BANDA ? MOVING ~ JUST OVER 
> THERE, SIR... 


/ 


THIS'’LL SHOW 
"EM UP IF ANYONE 
IS SNOOPING = & 
ABOUT... = 


SRN 


\ 


{THe FLARE BURST — AND NO NAN’S LAND WAS 
| BATHED IN ITS HARSH GLARE . 


WHERE DID 
THE SOUND COME 
FROM, BANDA ? 


OVER BY THOSE 
SHELL-HOLES, SIR. 
{HEARD A SCRAPING 
NOISE, AS THOUGH 
SOMEONE WAS CRAWLING 
TOWARDS THE 
JUNGLE... 
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[THE SECONDS PASSED AND THE PLARE BEGAN 10 SPLUTTER OUT | AN \ 
Sse mae —e WN NS 
Bee : ICANT SEE RN 

ANYTHING. ANYWAY, WX \ 

IT'S HARDLY LIKELY > \ NIN ANY \ 
SOMEONE'S GOING TO BE james \ 

CRAWLING OUT FROM . YOU'RE 
SOUR LINES. RIGHT, SIR. # 

MUST HAVE BEEN 
MISTAKEN... 


| SOON AFTER, ROB AND B 
| JUST AFTER DAWN... 


WHAT—WHAT 
ISIT, LAD? WHAT’S 
THAT NOISE ? 4 


Fa] 


JAPANESE 
ROCKET-GUNS, SIR ! 
THEY'RE RANGING ON 
THE POSITIONS 
UP THERE ! 


THE MORTAR 
BATTERY ! THAT'S 
WHAT THEY'RE 
AFTER ! 


BY THE TIME ROB REACHED THE FAR SLOPES, 17 WAS ALL OVER... W 
eoah “a — : 
WIPED oT - LO 
COMPLETELY WIPED © 
_ OUT! BUT ~ BUT HOW 
COULD THE JAPS HAVE 
PIN-POINTED THEM 
$0 ACCURATELY ? 


. GOOD GUESSWORK, 
PERHAPS, MISTER STUART, 
OR MAY.BE THE JAPANESE 
TOOK BEARINGS ON THEN 
WHEN YOU ORDERED THE 
BATTERY 10 OPEN FIRE 
YESTERDAY ! 


[FOX NODDED 


ROB TURNED AT THAT ACID RESPONSE TO HIS THINKING OUT LOUD... «| 


etinrex seat 


LISTEN, STUAR 
VVE JUST HAD A 
SIGNAL FROM BASE 
THAT WE’RE TO EXPECT 
A HEAVY REINFORCEMENT 
DROP TOMORROW. THREE 
PARATROOP BATTALIONS 
WILL BE JUMPING 


THREE BATTALIONS ! 
: THAT'S TREMENDOUS, 
4 SIR! BUT —- WHAT ABOUT THE 
a SAP ROCKET-GUNS ? 


EXACTLY, STUART - WHO DID YOU 
THE ROCKET BATTERY. HAVE IN MIND TO 
WE CAN'T HAVE A REPEAT CARRY OUT THE § 
OF THE LAST DROP, CAN OPERATION, SIR? MY 
WE ? THAT BATTERY STRIKE FORCE, 
MUST BE RAIDED AND PERHAPS? 4 
DESTROYED f y, 
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| ROB BITHISLIP... 


THAT 1S CORRECT, 
STUART. YOU CLAIM YOUR 
GURKHAS ARE TOUGH. LET'S 
SEE THEM KNOCK OUT THOSE 
ROCKETS — UNLESS, OF COURSE, 

YOU'D RATHER | GAVE THE 
. TASK TO ANOTHER UNIT ? 


NO, SIR - MY 
MEN AND I WILL DO 
IT. WE’LL MOVE 

OUT JUST AFTER 
MIDNIGHT... 


y Jd \ 


: BANDA, YOU'VE 
; : 7 CHECKED EVERY NAN 
HAS THREE GRENADES ? 
RIGHT, LET'SGO... 


W.P 745 


LIKE SNAKES THEY SLITHERED ACROSS DARK NO MAN’S LAND. Em 
SOON THEY WERE AT THE EDGE OF THE JUNGLE 
Ea ee ES 


THE BATTERY’S 
REE MILES DUE NORTH, ¥ 
IN A CLEARING. WE SHOULD 2277 A QUICK SCOUT 
BE THERE IN THIRTY VAA AHEAD, JUST TO 
CHECK, CAN YOU 
GIVE ME TEN 
MINUTES ? 


NOT WELL, § 
FEEL IT. 20 


HE! GURKHA: CEINBED A:HIGH TREE-AND! THERE WAS THE FAINT WHISPER OF A HUMAN 
PAUSED, HIS KEEN EYES SEARCHING THE VOICE. THEN HE SAW MOVEMENT... 
ai : 4 Ey Se 


' JAPANESE ! 
WAITING — IN 
AMBUSH... 1 


AT LEAST SIX 5 
CONCEALED MACHINE 
GUN POSTS. | HUST 
GET BACK TO THE 
CAPTAIN . 


| THE TEN MINUTES WERE ALNOST UP WHEN HE REACHED 
THE OTHERS AND TOLD WHAT HE HAD SEEN 
WELL DONE, BANDA | “Gems 
WE'D HAVE WALKED SLAP 
INTO THOSE GUNS. IT’S 


2 US THEY’RE WAITING 
Em, FOR ALL RIGHT... 


F TWENTY MINUTES PASSED. THE HIDDEN JAPANESE MACHINE-GUNNERS 
| FIDGETED IMPATIENTLY. THE BRITISH RAIDERS WERE LATE 


WE'LL DEAL 
WITH OUR FRIENDS 
AHEAD ~ THEN WE'LL 
PUSH ON FOR THAT 


H CLEARING. WE'RE GOING | 


TO CARRY OUT THIS 
MISSION IF IT’S 
THE LAST THING 


THEN DEATH SWOOPED OUT OF THE DARKNESS... f 


GOOD WORK, 
MEN ~ NOT A SHOT 
FIRED | RIGHT, NOW 
| WE'RE GOING AFTER 
& THOSE ROCKETS... 


THE PARATROOPERS MOVED ON, DEEPER INTO THE JUNGLE. “FIFTY 
MINUTES LATER, THEY WERE OVERLOOKING A LARGE CLEARING. 
SIX OF THEM — : 
AND NOT VERY WELL- Sila ee, aaa z 
GUARDED, EITHER. BANDA, [7 We’LL BE READY, 
TAKE HALF THE MEN AND pig—Sereeteae SIR. WE HIT THEM FROM 
CIRCLE ROUND THEM. I'LL ALL SIDES, EH ? 
GIVE YOU TWELVE 
MINUTES . 


: EXACTLY TWELVE MINUTES LATER, THE NIGHT WAS 
q SHATTERED BY A CHORUS OF YELLS AS ROB AND HIS § 
§ MEN SPRANG INTO ACTION... 


aM, 


GET TO . 
THOSE ROCKETS 1 
BLOW THEM 
APART ! 


RENADE AFTER GRENADE WAS FLUNG AT THE GUN- 
I SITES. WITHIN FORTY SECONDS, THE CLEARING 
WAS ABLAZE... SES eae pets 


# SCENE, ROB’S MEN WERE DISAPPEARING INTO THE DARK JUNGL' 


ais 


BACK TO 
HUK HILL —- AND 
WE DON’T STOP FOR 
ANYTHING ! 


[ THEY PLUNGED AT TOP SPEED THROUGH THE JUNGLE 
- WITHOUT FURTHER INCIDENT. THIRTY MINUTES 
LATER, THEY BROKE FROM COVER AGAIN, BREATHLESS 


THE LAST TIME ANY 
ROCKET HITS US 


WE COULD 
SEE THE EXPLOSIONS eS r 
FROM HERE. COME AND y ‘THANKS — = 
HAVE A MUG OF TEA, Z BUT I WANT TO 
ROB = YOU'VE EARNED ’ SEE MAJOR FOX. 


YOUR REST... BEFORE ANYTHING 
SP < ELSE... 


FOX AND STUART. 
THAT BATMAN | TAKE IT YOUR 
OF HIS... FORCE CARRIED 
OUT THEIR 
MISSION ? 


OB SQUINTED THROUGH THE DARKNESS, TRYING 
O MAKE OUT THE EXPRESSION ON FOX'S FACE 

YES, MAJOR — TH SORRY, 

WE WERE ONE STUART — SOME OTHER 

HUNDRED PER CENT f TIME! t'VE TOO MUCH 
SUCCESSFUL, BUT WE WERE TO DD AT THE MOHENT. 
AESO LUCKY. ED.CIKE THE DROP'S DUE AT DAWN, 
TOHAVE AWORD fe REMEMBER . . . 


WITH YOU ABOUT 
THAT — 4 


SIR, THIS 1S 5 
IMPORTANT | I THINK : z ITLL KEEP, 
WE QUGHT TO TALK STUART | WE'LL - 
ABOUT SOME OF THE | TALK ABOUT YOUR 
THEORIES ~ AFTER 
HAPPENING AROUND THE DROP ! 
HERE LATELY. é : a 
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RSS ASE ENN 
A 


SARA N RSI UARSIRAIRES WN 
‘ SQM WAG WS \ 
Sen THAT'S THE WAY WON SAN \\ 
YOU WANT IT, MAJOR. WOR \ \ 
ONCE THE PARATROOP ANNAN 
BATTALIONS ARRIVE, OUR \ 
TROUBLES WILL BE 
OVER - AND THEN | 
SHALL DO SOME 
A, CHECKING... 


IT WAS A MERE SIXTY MINUTES LATER WHEN 
ROB WAS AWOKEN BY A SHARP CRY... 


; YOUR OFFICER FROM WHAT 
{ LOOKS WORRIED, EVEN WE’VE BEEN 
WHEN HE’S ASLEEP, THROUGH, HE HAS 
A LOT TO WORRY 
ABOUT, SIR. : 


SERGEANT BANDA SHATTERED THE.NIGHT WITH HIS STEN GUN . 


WHAT THE 
DEVIL IS IT, 
BANDA ? 


4 THE FIGURE HAD GONE DOWN. ROB AND HIS SERGEANT 
SPRANG OUT OF THE TRENCH AND RACED TOWARDS IT. 


x 
3 
1 SAW HIM {¢/, 
SNEAKING OUT SGU ) omy : "ars 
TOWARDS THE JAP LINES gi MAJOR FOX’S 
~ AND THEN HE TRIED TO Fe BATHAN . » « 


MAKE A RUN FOR IT 
“WHEN | SHOUTED. WHO 
ISIT, SIR? 


You - YOU 
. MEAN HE WAS 
GOING OUT TO THE 
W JAPANESE LINES, SIR ? 
\ THAT HE — HE MUST 
HAVE BEEN A 
SPY? 


BUT-BUT Sues RENEHBER THE 


f WHAT WAS HE DOING B OTHER NIGHT, BANDA ~ 


OUT HERE ? eee YOU THOUGHT YOU 
24 5 HEARD SOMEONE... ? 


@ LET'SSEE . 
WHAT MAJOR FOX = 
LOOK OUT ! 


THE DARKNESS WAS DIVIDED BY LINES OF FLYING TRACER 


y HEAD DOWN, 
BANDA ! BACK TO 
THE TRENCHES — 

QUICKLY | 


= =r 


UCK WAS WITH THEM. . . fag 


ONLY JUST MADE IT, 
TOO 1 THEY’RE LAUNCHING 
A BANZAI ATTACK | 


GET READY, } 
= SSS EVERYONE! {> 


[ROB LET THE CHARGING JAPS GET WITHIN FORTY YARDS, THEN... 


| THE ATTACK WITHERED. T 
cs WW 


: DON'T BE FOOLED BY > 
THE QUIET, BOYS. THE JAPS’LL \————-”_HISTER 
HAVE ANOTHER GO SOON = == (7 
$0 KEEP ALERT... COME THE 
NA PLANES ! 


ROB GRABBED THE FIELD 
: GLASSES AND QUICKLY 
SCANNED THE GREY SKY. | 


WHAT A SIGHT 
FOR SORE EYES. 
TWENTY DAKOTAS ! THEY’LL 
BE MAKING THEIR DROP 
IN ABOUT TEN MINUTES, 
1 RECKON. S 
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AT THAT MOMENT, THERE WAS A SHOUT FROM THE SIGNALLER... 


i ON THE PLANES’ . 

| WAVELENGTH — BUT THIS 

: SIGNAL 1 DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND . 


AS 
ROB LISTENED TENSELY TO THE RAPID BURST OF 
MORSE ON THE RADIO SET 


™ 


WHAT THE . 
IT SAYS ‘CANCEL 
DROP’ ‘CANCEL DROP’. 
itti&T’s GOING ON ? 
°§ THAT SIGNAL 
COMING FRO? A\7 | IT'S CLOSE, - 
¥ WY sin. RIGHT ON 


TOP OF US! MAYBE 
FROM THE COMMAND 


NEXT INSTANT, ROB WAS RACING FOR THE REAR... 


SIR! THE YOU HANDLE 
JAPS ARE COMING IT, BANDA ! I'VE 
IN AGAIN ! GOT SOMETHING 
ELSE TO DO! 


HE WENT UP THE HILLSIDE LIKE A MADMAN. THE NOISE OF BATTLE WAS 
GROWING FAINTER AS HE BURST INTO THE COMMAND POST BUNKER 


DESERTED ! 
THERE — THERE’S 
NO-ONE HERE... 


ae 


Ve 
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IN TWO LEAPS HE WAS AT THE RADIO TRANSMITTER, DESPERATELY CONTACTING THE DAKOTAS... 


HELLO, 
FLIGHT LEADER ! 
DO YOU READ ME? 

PROCEED WITH THE 

DROP ! FOR PETE’S SAKE, 

PROCEED WITH 

THE DROP ! 


LESS THAN THREE MILES AWAY, THE PILOT 
AND CO-PILOT OF THE LEAD PLANE STARED 
INDECISEVELY AT EACH OTHER... 


f WHATDO \ 
YOU THINK, ; 
SKIP? 4 


SOUNDS 


— 
SCREWY, DOESN'T 
1T? WHY WOULD 
THEY CHANGE THEIR 
ORDERS ? | -| DON'T ff 
KNOW WHAT 


ROB HARDLY DARED BREATHE AS HE WAITED FOR ff ff THEN A COLD VOICE CUT THROUGH HIS | 
THE PILOT'S REPLY. THE SECONDS TICKED PAST... 


& UNSPOKEN THOUGHTS 


By PLEASE ~ YOU'VE 
GOT TO GO AHEAD 
: WITH THE DROP 
BA YOU'VE GOT TO... 


, RT ! 
THEN TURN ROU 
SLOWLY... 


st 


fj THE BATTLE SEEMED A MILLION MILES && 
fi AWAY AS ROB LOOKED INTO THE HATE 
q FILLED EYES OF MAJOR FOX... 
YOU - OF COURSE ! 
YOU WERE BEHIND IT ALL, 
by WEREN’T YOU ? THE COMMANDING 
f} OFFICER OF HUK HILL — AND 
YOU WERE TIPPING OFF THE 
JAPS ON OUR EVERY MOVE. 
THE TRAP THAT MY MEN 
AND | ALMOST WALKED 
INTO ~1T WAS ALL. 
YOUR DOING... 


if 
i 


a ‘You WERE DELIBERATELY 
INFILTRATED HERE BY THE 
JAPS, YOU KILLED COLONEL 


{ SHARP SO YOU COULD TAKE COMMAND 
| AND DO WHAT YOU LIKED TO WEAKEN US. 
THAT BATMAN OF YOURS SLIPPED OUT 


TO THE JAPS EVERY NIGHT WITH 
YOUR INFORMATION. WHY, FOX ? 
WHY DID YOU DO IT ? 


THERE WILL BE A FULL-SCALE ASSAULT 
} ON THE HILL TONIGHT ~ AND IT WILL BE Vee 
OVERWHELMED ! ONLY THE ARRIVAL 
OF YOUR PARATROOP REINFORCEMENTS 
COULD PREVENT THIS — BUT {| DON’T 

HINK THE PILOTS WILL RISK DROPPING 
THEM IN ALL THIS CONFUSION... é 


SIMPLE ! 
THE JAPS PROMISED 


1 ME THE EARTH IF | COULD 


GET HUK HILL FOR THEM. 
AND THEY SHALL.HAVE 4 
IT BY TONIGHT 


YOU RAT! 
YOU FILTHY 


TRAITOR ! 
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ALMOST BERSERK WITH RA OB HURLED HIMSELF AT FOX, HE HARDLY HEARD THE SHOT OR FELT THE 


RED-HOT: PAIN IN HIS SHOU! AS THE BULLET HIT HIM 


BOTH MEN TUMBLED TO THE WOODEN FLOOR 
OF THE BUNKER, FIGHTING AND SNARLING 
LIKE WILDCATS... 

Ny AS 


[Two HUNDRED YARDS BELOW, SERGEANT HAD LAUNCHED A COUNTER-ATTACK, THE FURY OF THE 
PARATROOPERS’ CHARGE TOOK THE JAPS BY SURPRISE. . anne 


) COMEON, 
MEN | THEY’RE 
BREAKING ! 


~~ COME ON, 

SKIP { THOSE 
PARATROOPER BOYS 
ARE ALL WAITING 
BACK THERE ! HAVE 
YOU DECIDED 
WHAT TO DO? 


YES — 'VE 
DECIDED... 


ROB SLOWLY STAGGERED TO THE DOOR OF THE 
BUNKER, DESPERATION IN HIS EYES... 2 


ww 


THE PLANES — 
THEY — THEY’VE GOT 
TO MAKE THE 
DROP — THEY’VE 
GOT TO... 


4 


f HE BLINKED AS HE CAME OUT INTO THE STRONG SUNLIGHT — AND LOOKED UP AT THE BLUE SKY. THEN 4 
HE SMILED. THE PILOTS HAD DECIDED TO GO AHEAD WITH THE DROP... 


THANKS TO THE PARATROOP REINFORCEMENTS, 
HUK HILL HELD OUT FOR ANOTHER MONTH — AND 
THEN FORWARD ELEMENTS OF THE BRITISH 

MAIN ADVANCE BROKE THROUGH TO THEM. 


HERE WE 
GO, WILLIE! 
SEEYOUON |} 
. THE GROUND | & 


“GRIEF = 
MY CHUTE’S 
Z J q | |7 TANGLED ! UNLESS 
4 THERE BEFORE , i { CAN STRAIGHTEN THE 
YOU, CHUM ! \ CANOPY 1 SHALL. 
- ‘ BORE A HOLE IN 


oe 
= 


ee O 


= = 
Fr 


ARE YOU OKAY, 
WILLIE ? COR, WHEN 

YOU SAID YOU’D RACE ME 
DOWN | DIDN'T THINK 
YOU MEANT IT ! 


ECONDS TO SPARE ! 


1h CY Ait 


is 


THOUGHT 1’D < 
HAD IT Fan 
THEN | 


DN Ya <a Wi 

\Y~ LAY OFF, HATE, 

I'VE HAD ENOUGH JOKES 

(FOR ONE DAY ! | COULD 
HAVE FINISHED UP 

IN AUSTRALIA | 


[THAT NIGHT, THE PARAT! 


Y~.. YOUR OBJECTIVE IS 


THE AVELLINI BRIDGE, ON 
THE MAIN GERMAN SUPPLY 
ROUTE. IT MUST BE 
CAPTURED UNDAMAGED : 
TO PROVIDE A ROUTE FOR fae 


A NARROW RAVINE, SO. 5 
YOU WILL BE DROPPED TO Bee 


THE SOUTH OF IT AND 
FIGHT YOUR WAY IN! o 


WADE HAD A 

| NARROW ESCAPE 
YESTERDAY. 
BUT IT DOESN’T 
SEEM TO HAVE 
AFFECTED HIS 


{HOPE NOT, SIR. 
BUT I'VE PUT HIM LAST 
IN THE STICK, SO IF HIS 
NERVE FAILS HE WON'T 

DELAY THE OTHERS! 


SS THE SITUATION 
Y IS DESPERATE, GENTLEMEN ! 


UT HAVE ORDERED A GENERAL (Ga 


WITHDRAWAL BEYOND 
THE AVELLINI BRIDGE, 

WHICH WILL THEN BE 
_ DESTROYED... 


HOW'DO YOU 
FEEL, WILLIE ? 
WANT TO MAKE ANY. 
MORE BETS? | 
YOU WON'T 
SCARE ME, MATE ! 
I'VE HAD MY BAD 
LUCK. LIGHTNING © j, 
NEVER STRIKES TWICE 
IN THE SAME 
PLACE ! 


a 


WHAT'S IT 


THERE'S A 
LOT OF FLAK 
COMING UP. { 
RECKON WE'RE IN 
FOR A TOUGH SCRAP | 
WHEN WEHIT 
THE DECK! 4 


TAS WILLIE’S TURN CAME TO JUMP, THE DAKOTA LURCHED VIOLENTL 


e 


x 


COME BACK, 
"YOU CAN'T 
JUMP NOW ! 


” WE'VE BEEN 

HIT BY FLAK t J 
YOU'VE MISSED fiRas 
YOUR CHANCE, 


[BUT WILLIE DIVED TOWARDS THE 
DOORWAY . 


ALL MY MATES 
ARE DOWN THERE !. 
1'M NOT STAYING 
BEHIND...! 


- HIMMEL, A 
PARACHUTE ATTACK 
7 HIGH TENSION : 
A WIRES | LET'S HOPE . BEGET He COMMAND 
THEY'RE HAVING ae 


WILLIE KISSED THE WIRES BY A FEW FEET 
AND DRIFTED INTO THE VALLEY... 


F FORTUNATELY, THERE WAS PLENTY OFF 
COVER... =e 


HE MUST : 
NEAR HERE | HIS 


PARACHUTE 1S DRIFTING 


DOWN THE RIVER. 


ACH, PERHAPS 
HE DROWNED. 


“ANYWAY, WE CAN WASTE 
Y NO HORE TIME, OUR 


SA 1 CAN HEAR 
os 4¥ SHOOTING, BEYOND 
wy Wy? THE VALLEY. THE 
RESTOF THELADS 
MUST HAVE DRIFTED 
TOO FAR SOUTH 


LUMME I IT’S 
LIKE A BANK 
HOLIDAY ! THE 
JERRIES MUST BE 
PULLING OUT ! 


HE LAST TANK ROLLED ACROSS THE BRIDGE 


(Y THAT'S THE 
LOT! WE'RE 
MOVING BACK TO THE 
VILLAGE, SO AS 
: SOON AS YOU'VE 
DESTROYED THE BRIDGE === 
YOU'D BETTER 
FOLLOW I 
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WE'VE INSPECTED 
ALL THE CHARGES, 
HERR LEUTNANT, AND 
EVERYTHING'S READY 
FOR DEMOLITION. 


eeay | 24] 

Nj /) = 
i 

a Gg 

= L 
cz, GOOD, THEN \é 


YOU'D BETTER CHECK ¥]\ 4 
OUR TRANSPORT. THE 
REARGUARD IS CROSSING | | 


~ NOW, AND WE DON’T WANT 


TO BE STRANDED ES 
HERE... Sy 


z 85 
| THE GERMAN OFFICER PREPARED TO FIRE HIS CHARGES . . . 
a 


HAVE YOU 
BLOWING UP THE 
BRIDGE, MATE ~ IT’S 
JUST WHAT WE 
CAME HERE TO 


BS Se eae 


¢ si . : = _ eae 
WILLIE RIPPED OFF THE WIRES CONNECTING THE CHARGES TO THE PLUNGER DETONATOR... LEELA, 


= 2 = Sg ae 
PE | OR A EEN eg 


HIMMEL, A - 
BRITISHER! eae HELLO, 

_ : I'VE GOT 

d COMPANY .. 0! 


| THE PARATROOPER GRABBED HIS STEN GUN... 


WHAT KEPT 
YOU BLOKES? { 
THOUGHT YOU'D 

GOT LOST! 


HAVE ALL THE LUCK! \s~ 
‘y WE HAVE TO FIGHT OUR 
WAY THROUGH THE JERRY 
REARGUARD ~ WHILE 
WILLIE JUST WALKS 
IN ASIF IT WAS A 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON 


i & STROLL, 
aes 


a 
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